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Spruce Meadows is famous for quite a few 
things, including presenting top sport at every 
level, meticulous time management, and also 
the richest event in show jumping around the 
world. But one thing that always mesmerizes 
me are the jumps. The jumps themselves are 
spectacular and world class. 

Starting in 1976 at the Montreal Olympics, 
Spruce Meadows 
management went about 
acquiring signature 
jumps to bring home 
for use at their venue. It 
didn’t stop there, as they 
have acquired jumps 
from almost every major 
Games since then! 

The process was prompted 
when jump design became 
more of a factor in show 
jumping. Before 1976 the 
jumps were quite plain or 
traditional, but not long 
after jump construction 
became more creative. 

Ian Allison, Spruce 
Meadows VP Media 
speaks fondly of the 
Stockholm World 
Equestrian Games in 1990, remarking that “they 
did a fantastic job constructing the jumps.” The 
famous Swedish Butterfly jump then made its 

new home at Spruce Meadows and each year 
following the executive have had their eyes 
open for new additions. 

So what does Spruce Meadows look for in a 
new jump? Mostly durability and the ability 
to fit what Spruce Meadows has become well 
known for: big jumps! “Modern equipment is 
a little light for here,” says Allison. This means 

the flexibility to support a 
possible 5m set of rails is 
a must when selecting a 
possible new obstacle.  

It would seem some 
championship jumps are 
designed with only the 
one-week’s use in mind, 
even opting for decals 
instead of paint on some 
fences. Allison laughs 
when I ask if the decal is 
perhaps more durable. 

The ‘Canada 150’ plank 
was used in a competition 
this year with 60 or more 
horses in it… it came 
down a lot, and will be 
due for painting at the end 
of this year’s circuit.

Copies of each jump are kept on hand beside 
every ring in case of destruction, but there are 
also over 100 rails unpainted waiting to get the 
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call up to the big rings. Allison notes, “Walls 
are great because they can be so different and 
jump so differently,” and they are relatively 
sturdy and prepared for the many horses that 
will come galloping at them during the course 
of the summer series.

Each ring has specific jumps allocated, e.g., 
the All Canada ring might have all Canadian 
themed jumps in it while the North American 
and International rings, like their names suggest, 
have jumps themed accordingly. This year we 
saw some new jumps in the North American 
and International rings from the most recent 
Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2016. 

Allison explained all of the jumps are organized, 
as you would assume, with every jump 
catalogued with all its coinciding parts for the 
course designers and technical designers to flip 
through and decide their theme for the week.

Not all of the jump material is imported from 
abroad though. Some of the fantastic jump 
design has also been done in-house. Allison 
says “The Shamrocks, and French columns, and 
Canada planks (just to name a couple) are to 
pay homage to the teams that come here. Some 
of the jumps from championships share this 
purpose such as the 2004 Athens ‘Coin Jump’, 

Atlanta’s 1996 ‘Mt. Rushmore Wall’, 
and the ‘Bicycle’ from the 1995 World 
Games in Den Haag.”

The bids to acquire these jumps 
became a popular idea for a while but 
Allison believes once show organizers 
realized the ‘TLC’ required to keep 
them in top condition, the frenzy died 
down. Sometimes another organizer 
will want something specific but 
generally, as a jump, if you’re looking 
for a second job Spruce Meadows is 
the best employer to have!

As a spectator, these jumps add 
nostalgia to the event and as a competitor it must 
also feel pretty awesome to jump something 
from a World Games! As a photographer they 
definitely add flair… although to be fair I 
don’t stand by the Canada planks unless I want 
pictures of rails falling!
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