
www.albertashowjumpers.com
For Albertans About Albertans

Interview with 
Gareth Graves

Contact www.albertashowjumpers.com . 403.660.2550 . info@albertashowjumpers.com

Interview with Gareth Graves

How old were you when you started riding?
I started riding in South Africa at about the age of 9. However I 
would definitely consider my first few years very much “unstruc-
tured”. 

Were you a good student?
I have always been very keen when it comes to horses. And with 
that “keenness” has come a real want to know everything I can 
about them, and the sport they make possible for us. It goes with-
out saying – it’s easy to be a good student when you are passionate 
about the subject matter. 

When did you start showing?
As a young child I had been to a few small local shows in South 
Africa, but it wasn’t until I was about 15 that I started to show consistently. Even then it would be a couple more years 
before I would attend my first real “A” Rated horse show. 

Did you always want to be a professional rider?
For as long as I can remember I have wanted to ride professionally. I often wonder what I would do if it wasn’t for the 
horses, and to be honest I have no idea.

Do you get nervous?
‘Nerves’ are something I have definitely struggled with in the past. Although I have dealt with this for the most part, I still 
sometimes get anxious at the back-gate or the night before a big class. That being said, I think some nervous energy can 
be a good thing if you don’t allow it to overwhelm you. 

What do you do to help with your nerves?
Over the years I have tried many different ways to try to conquer my ‘nerves’. But in the end for me there were only two 
real solutions to this problem: first, repeat the situations which made me nervous until they gradually affected me less, 
and second, get ground help from someone who really instilled confidence in me through patient process. 

What would you do if you weren’t riding?
I mentioned earlier that I have actually asked myself this question many times before, with no real satisfying answer. 
However, if my other interests are any indication, my alternate career might include something to do with music.  

When did you buy your first horse?
I bought my first horse when I was 16. He was an ex-barrel racer that cost me a dollar. That may still go down as one of 
the happiest days of my life. 

What horses do you have now? 
Right now I am in partnership on a couple of horses, and I am also very fortunate to have the ride on a sponsored horse. I 
am very grateful for all of these opportunities, and very excited about them! 

Havana – 2 year old by Cardento
Lucy – 5 year old by Loughheed 
Babette – 8 year old by Corland

What are they all like?
I definitely find myself again and again buying mares. It’s not something I intentionally set out to do, but more often than 
not it’s what ends up happening. They all have a lot of heart and try, which are qualities I really look for and appreciate in 
horses. 

Can you tell us about your business?
I started my business mainly focused on the training of young and difficult horses. Over time I got the opportunity to take 
on a few students. This gradually led to the business I have today, which is made up mostly of teaching customers, and 
riding their horses. 

Do you have any advice for young riders?
One piece of advice I would give to young riders would be to really stay focused on their own paths. I know in my own 
riding career I have struggled to not look at other people’s achievements and wonder why I wasn’t “keeping up”. Horses 
are a lifetime experience, and there is plenty of time with the right amount of ambition and hard work to achieve your 
goals. 

What do you do in your spare time?
My main hobby would be playing/producing house music. In my apartment I have a small studio set up, where if I get 
some down time you can definitely find me playing music. 

What could you not live without?
- Horses
- Music
- My phone
- Coffee
- Pierre
- and definitely M&Ms

What is your most embarrassing horse show moment?
There are many! But two that stand out would be the following: 

- A few years ago I was in a very large Pre-Green flat class in Thermal which, upon looking back, considering the horse I 
was riding I really had no place being in. However, at the end of the class I lined up alongside a lot of the top west coast 
hunter riders, and much to my surprise (and I’m sure everyone else’s) I was called in 2nd place. After the initial shock 
wore off, I started walking towards the gate to receive my ribbon in front of the large crowd that had come to watch. 
With every step I was feeling more and more proud. All that came to a crashing halt when, as I took my ribbon, it was an-
nounced that there had been “an error on the rider in 2nd place”, and I was asked to give back the ribbon. 

- Another embarrassing moment would be when I fell off in the water at a show, and did the walk of shame covered head 
to toe in what I later came to discover was toilet bowl cleaner. 

Name 3 things most people don’t know about you:
- I’m the best DJ to have ever played in my apartment. 
- I’m obsessed with documentaries.
- I’m a bit of a conspiracy believer. 
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