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Rider #1 
Our first rider is very neatly and professionally turned out in classical 
hunter fashions. She appears to have a very nice show coat, a clean and 
new-looking helmet, nice leather tack on her horse, and properly fitting 
boots. The horse has a sweet looking eye, appearing to be relaxed about 
its job, with nice even and correct forelimbs over the fence. It looks as 
though the horse is leaving the ground a bit closer to this oxer than may 
be ideal in the hunter ring, which may contribute to the rider’s slightly 
hurried looking position. Though we cannot see the rider’s foot due to the 
jump standard, we can see that the lower leg has slipped back behind the 
ideal spot. The rider’s upper body is more forward than ideal – in almost 
every case if the upper body is closed forward too much, the lower leg will 
slip back, and vice versa. The crest release for the hunter ring looks nice, 
though it would be nice to see the horse stretch lower through its neck, as 
the rider is clearly giving the horse the freedom to do so. 

Rider #2 
Again we see exceptional turnout with this jumper pair. The horse has an 
adorable expression, with great big eyes and a keen look to the next jump. 
The horse looks to have good technique behind, coming up evenly and 
with already good bend in the stifles, hocks, and fetlocks to be clear of the 
rails. The horse is jumping a bit looser with his front end than we may like 
to see – there isn’t as much bend or flexion through the shoulder, knee or 
fetlock as he shows comparatively behind. This rider’s upper body posi-
tion looks to be correct, with space left between the horse’s neck and the 
rider’s body, and an even connection to the horse’s bridle through the 
reins. This is important in the jumper ring, and is certainly as important 
when jumping in the hackamore bridle, as seen here. The rider’s lower leg 
has slipped back slightly, and the toe has turned out slightly, which leads 
to the rider’s seat staying too close to the saddle. It would be interesting 
to see a shot of this pair on landing, as the rider’s leg will need to move 
forward quite a bit to ensure good balance in the stirrups as the horse 
lands.

Rider #3 
Our rider in this photo is schooling at home rather than our previous two 
at competitions. As a personal preference, I prefer to see darker jump 
boots on the horse, and always the rider’s boots must be polished. The 
horse appears to be happy and healthy, with a beautiful shiny coat. This 
rider is demonstrating an excellent jumper release position, with what is 
very nearly a straight line from the elbow to the horse’s mouth, maintain-
ing an even and consistent connection to the bit. The rider’s eyes are up 
and looking for the next jump. The lower leg has stayed put at the girth, 
which is nice to see, however the knee looks to be quite high up on the 
saddle; the foot doesn’t appear to be supporting the rider’s weight, it 
looks to be held up by the knee, which contributes to the rider not being 
out of the saddle as much as would be ideal. The rider should step harder 
and deeper into the stirrup to allow her leg to be longer and to straighten 
her knee slightly such that her seat leaves the saddle slightly, but not so 
much to change the excellent release.
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