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Success in the horse industry is not easily found. 
It takes more than hard work and determination. It 
takes skill and patience too. Alexander Grayton of 
Grayton Farms is someone who can attest to this, 
and exhibits those characteristics necessary for the 
top of the sport. 

Although he started riding horses recreationally at 
only 6 years old, it has truly been in the last 12 years 
that Alex has endeavored into the performance side 
of horse sport. At the age of 20 Alex competed in his 
first National Grand Prix with his horse Firmament 
5. 

Alex has a knack for being light but effective with 
his horses, and as he rose through the ranks he 
started getting some opportunities from owners and 
trainers. Working for three years with renowned 
horseman and trainer Frank Selinger, Alex rode 
several of St. George’s young horses in competition 
and training. It was here that Alex began to discover 
his passion for developing young horses. 

The year 2007 marked a new 
chapter for Alex’s sport career, with 
numerous career bests including a 
victory in the National Talent Squad 

Final at the Royal 
Winter Fair in 
Toronto, and Grand 
Prix placings in 
Ocala and in FEI 
Competitions in 
Wellington.  

In 2008 Alex 
began training 
with Ian Millar. 
He and his wife 
Holly traveled all 
over the continent 
competing with 
Millar Brooke 
Farm, including five 
months in Florida 
for the Winter 
Equestrian Festival. 
Several years later, 
Alex still recalls the 
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training philosophy instilled from his time with Ian: 
“repetition, practice, review, and execution were 
all part of the daily routine. The attention to detail, 
the smallest nuances in training, and thoughtfulness 

about the whole 
exercise was 
remarkable.” 

This opportunity 
to train with Ian 
opened new doors 
for Alex. He gained 
valuable experience 
with two horses 
in the Grand Prix 
that winter, as 
well as spending 
time competing in 
Europe. During his 
time in Europe, Ian 

introduced Alex to legendary Dutch horsemen, Emile 
and Paul Hendrix. This is where Alex’s already keen 
interest in young horses began to thrive. 

Alex’s ability for not only choosing successful horses 
but also training programs that developed these 
horses grew dramatically thanks to this relationship 
with the Hendrix brothers. Over the last nine years, 
Emile and Paul Hendrix have worked with Alex and 
Grayton Farms to develop their business and young 
horse development. As a new generation emerges 
at Stal Hendrix, Alex has continued working with 
the Hendrix’s sons, Tim and Michel. Great friends 
and business partners, Grayton Farms currently has 
no fewer than seven horses from Stal Hendrix, with 
over twenty over the past years bought and sold. 

“One of the biggest parts of our business is providing 
quality sales horses for the North American market 

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17
that have proven records, are lovely to ride, and 
are more than qualified to grow with their new 
owners. With thanks to Stal Hendrix for supplying 
us with these horses, we have many references 
across the continent that are continuing to exceed 
expectations,” says Grayton.

Alex has also found great success himself on 
Hendrix horses. Wilanka and Candy Girl Alex rode 
at the Grand Prix level with each of them placing in 
World Cup Qualifiers at Thunderbird Show Park, as 
well as many other FEI competitions. And of course 
Henry 255, whose 8 year old year was remarkable 
to say the least – in 8 weeks of Grand Prix classes 
that year, Henry was placed every week, and jumped 
faultless rounds in the FEI division in every class 
for all four weeks of the Spruce Meadows Summer 
Series. 

The passion for horsemanship is what makes Alex 
stand out as a rider and a trainer. Since training with 
Ian, Alex has started his own business in Priddis, 
Alberta, known as Grayton Farms. Here in addition 
to developing young horses, his role as a trainer has 
taken off with superb references and results from his 
students. 

Alex’s decision to focus primarily on young horse 
development stems from his passion for that process, 
but also from the need for it. Grand Prix horses are 

expensive, and not all riders can or want to produce 
them from a young age before they become such 
a valuable commodity. Alex’s calm and consistent 
riding along the way gives these young horses 
confidence in the bigger classes and prepares them 
for the challenges of being a top Grand Prix horse. 

When choosing a young horse, Alex looks at both 
physical and emotional attributes; “It is obvious that 
a horse must be ‘talented’ to succeed at the highest 
level. He must be physically capable of completing 
the tasks in a Grand Prix course. Scope, carefulness, 
elasticity, technique are key.” But it takes more than 
just that. It is the rideability that takes a talented horse 
to the top level, and that is where Alex’s keen skills 
as a rider come in. He acknowledges that training 
the mental side of a young horse is just as important 
if not more than the physical. “Young horses need to 
learn early and often that their rider is trustworthy 
and worth listening to. This means the rider must be 
fair, clear, and consistent in the message he gives.” 

Alex is the first to say that the rider won’t always 
be perfect – a rider can’t be right all the time – 
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but he knows that the horses will forgive us for our 
mistakes if we remain true to our principles. Alex 
emphasizes that it is always important to remember 
that the horse’s only concern is if what we ask them 
to do is possible or not.

Alex is a technical rider and his attention to detail 
carries over into his coaching. He believes in a 
strong base and that there is always a purpose behind 
an exercise, lesson, and instruction. His articulate 
nature provides clear and concise instruction that 
is logical as well as adaptive for each individual 
horse and rider. He believes that: “the principles 
being taught never change; the path we follow along 
to learn and apply the principles will change from 
horse to horse and rider to rider, but the principles 

must be consistent.” 

That consistency is key to coaching riders, just as 
in building young horses. Alex trains young riders 
with strong building blocks that are undeniable 
and encompass a swathe of situations instead of 
just dealing with issues as they pop up. This idea 
of teaching for the rule, not the exception, is Alex’s 
main philosophy for coaching. “I try very hard to 
avoid teaching thousands of exceptions and never 
a rule; rather I would prefer to teach the rule upon 
which we can build.”

Turning towards his own riding and goals, Alex 
continues to bring up a string of young horses and has 
the dream of winning the International Grand Prix at 
Spruce Meadows on a horse he has developed. His 
ultimate goal in sport is to represent Canada on a 
Championship team and to continue producing top-
level young horses. Alex has the patience and the 
skills to make these dreams reality as he continues 
to develop his business and exceptional horses along 
the way.  
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