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How old were you when you started riding? I did my first summer camp when I was 6 and started 
taking lessons when I was 7.  

Where did you ride growing up? I rode at Greenbriar Stables with Nancy Bielecki from when I was 7 
years old to when I was 14.  

Were you a good student? I tried really hard, but definitely did get yelled at a lot. When did you start 
showing? My first show was at paramount when I was 9 years old.  

Do you get nervous? Yeah, especially when I go into a new ring.  

What do you do to help with your nerves? I like to envision myself riding the course successfully, 
that makes me feel more prepared. However, sometimes when I'm really nervous I use essential oils 
which help me calm down.  

What would you do if you weren’t riding? Most likely playing basketball.  

When did you buy your first horse? My first horse was a 5 year old thoroughbred that my parents 
bought me when I was 11, and at first it would take me two laps around the arena to halt, so I definitely 
learned quick.  

What horses do you have now? What are they all like? Aachen is my 9 year old Canadian sport horse 
gelding, I bought him as a 6 year old and we have been learning together ever since, and we're currently 
doing the 1.20s, and planning to move to the 1.30s next year. He is hard work and definitely not a 
packer so I have learned a ton on him. I also still have my first horse, Halo. She is now 12 and is 
currently being leased out to the owner of the barn I board at as a barrel horse. She is the sweetest horse 
I've ever known and for the longest time I couldn't comprehend why some people don't like mares 
because she was always so easygoing and eager to please, and never acted like a mare.  

Do you have any advice for young riders? What I like to tell myself when I'm frustrated is that no one 
is perfect, even the pros make mistakes and fall off because they misjudged a distance, so don't get 
discouraged; one bad ride doesn't make you a bad rider.  

What do you do in your spare time? Spare time? What a joke.  

What could you not live without? Honestly the unwavering support of my parents.  

What is your most embarrassing horse show moment? This past winter at Spruce, I'm not entirely 
sure which show, but the warm up ring was extremely busy and my horse was a bit anxious about the 
whole thing. He scooted around the corner going to a fence and I caught him with my spur a little bit 
and he bucked me off to the extent that I did a somersault mid-air, and it took like 3 minutes to catch 
him. 
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Name 3 things most people don’t know about you: I am very shy, and I think I sometimes come 
across as stuck up; I was a starter on my high school basketball team; and I'm a full-time student with a 
part-time job and still ride 5 days a week.  

Describe yourself in 5 words: hard-working, committed, caring, loyal, and friendly. 

 


