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Get to know Justin Prather 

 

How old were you when you started riding? 

I started riding when I was about 5 years old. 

 

Where did you ride growing up? 

I rode mostly at our cabin at Square Butte Ranch near Millarville doing pony club and trail rides for a 
few years, then moved to True North Stables where I first started taking lessons from Jenn Serek. 
Eventually I moved along to Juniper Farms in Ontario with Jill Henselwood. 

 

Were you a good student?  

That depends on the day and whom you ask!  I always did my best to do what my coaches asked of me 
and to help with whatever was going on around the barn and the shows, including watching and 
supporting the other riders from the barn.   

 

When did you start showing? 

When I was 8 or 9 years old, in the BRAVE series around Calgary. 

 

Do you want to be a professional rider? 

While I'm not currently a professional, it is something I would very much like to pursue once I graduate 
from UBC. Being a professional is a fairly recent goal for me. I think being away from riding for long 
stretches at University has made me realize how much passion I have for the sport.  

 

Do you get nervous?  

Yes, but normally not until the course map is posted. I guess there is nothing to worry about until you 
know how hard the course will be. 
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What do you do to help with your nerves? 

I try to get in the zone by focusing on the immediate tasks that need to be done before I get in the ring, 
like getting my horse and myself ready. I try not to think about the course and how big the jumps are 
until I am in the warm up ring and ready to go.   

What would you do if you weren’t riding? 

I would probably do something with computers. I'm working on my degree in Computer Engineering at 
UBC and I find it very interesting. 

When did you buy your first horse? 

My parents bought me a 20-year-old pony named Randy when I was 4 or 5 to try and keep me from 
becoming interested in hockey. This was to avoid early mornings in a cold hockey rink. They didn't 
realize that Children's Hunters start at the crack of dawn and it is just as cold in most riding arenas.    

What horses do you have now? What are they all like? 

My best, and favorite, horse right now is Beau Soleil. She is a Belgian Warmblood chestnut mare and 
she is the best partner I could ask for. She was never actually meant to be my horse, but three years ago I 
was given a chance on her and haven't looked back since! She's a bit of a princess – if treats are being 
given out in the barn aisle, she had better be getting one. 

I also have two nice four-year-old geldings bred by Richard Spooner. They are goof balls, and have a lot 
of growing up and learning to do, but I guess the same is true of me. They both show great potential and 
are a lot of fun to work with. 

Can you tell us about your business? 

I don't have a business of my own, but I ride out of our family facility, Bradon Equestrian, in 
Springbank on the west side of Calgary. I help out there as much as I can when I am not in school.   

Do you have any advice for young riders? 

Don't jump too big too fast. You will end up jumping bigger and being more successful in the long run if 
you ensure that you have the basics nailed at a lower height. Moving up, having a bad experience, and 
then dropping down to rebuild is poor training for both the horse and the rider. 

What do you do in your spare time? 

I work on all sorts of random projects in my free time. Mostly programming and electronics-related, but 
more recently I've gotten into 3D modeling and 3D printing. 
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What could you not live without? 

My computer. I am fascinated by technology and always want to learn about something new, and there’s 
no better place to find out about anything than the Internet. 

What is your most embarrassing horse show moment? 

The youngest person to ever compete in the International Ring eliminated me in the first round of the 
double slalom at Spruce Meadows. And it was on national TV.  

Name 3 things most people don’t know about you: 

1. I'm a huge nerd. I love to program and problem-solve, and learn about strange new technologies. 
2. I like to sing in the shower. 
3. Although I avoid public displays of affection with people, I am shamelessly affectionate with my 

horses.   
Describe yourself in 5 words: 

Hard-working, competitive, major nerd, sentimental.   

  

 

	


